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DONATELIFE WEEK 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN PRATT (South Metropolitan) [10.14 pm]: During the winter recess, DonateLife Week ran 
from 25 July to 1 August. This important initiative seeks to raise awareness and increase organ donor registration 
in Australia. In 2021, DonateLife Week is in its tenth year. Some of the key messages this year include: if you 
want to be a donor, make sure you tell your family and friends; registering is easy and takes only a minute at 
donatelife.gov.au/register; all you need is your phone, Medicare card and one minute to register; and there are around 
13 million Australians aged 16-plus who are eligible to register as an organ and tissue donor but have not. 
This year’s campaign aimed to encourage up to 100 000 more Australians to register as organ and tissue donors. 
It does not matter how old someone is, their medical history, their lifestyle, what country they are from or how healthy 
they are—they can still register. For around 1 800 Australians currently on the organ transplant waitlist, it is a matter 
of life and death. There are an additional 12 000 people on dialysis who may benefit from a kidney transplant. For 
others, an eye or other tissue transplant is a path to a greatly improved quality of life. Since the national program 
first began, more than 14 000 people have received a lifesaving organ transplant. Around one in three people who 
have received an organ transplant are from regional Australia, and often need to spend a long time away from home 
for a lifesaving transplant. I would like to acknowledge the more than 5 000 Australians and their families who 
have said yes to organ donation. 
COVID-19 has had a direct impact on organ and tissue donation. Compared with 2019, in 2020 there was a 12 per cent 
decrease in the number of people who received a transplant, a 16 per cent decrease in donors and a 16 per cent 
decrease in Australians registering as donors. This means that it has never been more important to register as an organ 
and tissue donor and to encourage others to do so as well. Ultimately, the decision to donate one’s organs and 
tissue will come down to their family. Ninety per cent of families will consent to donation if someone is a registered 
donor. This number is halved if they do not know their family member wanted to be a donor or had not registered. 
More information is available on the DonateLife website and social media pages. 
 


	DONATELIFE WEEK
	Statement


